CHAPTER    XV

The

SOME MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS - AN UNUSUAL EVENT - CAUSED
Spain, which had slept as a Monarchy., to awaken on
April 14, 1931, with a Liberty Cap.
The Republicans themselves were the first to be surprised
by that triumph that overran the streets, which entered their
homes like a cyclone. And at. the smell of that triumph
Republicans appeared with the astonishing multiplicity of
a contagion. Few resisted that influence which invaded all
quarters. Whoever had any connection with the government
made every effort to ingratiate himself as much as possible
with the new regime with an excessive and gushing loyalty.
The day after the Republic had been established General
Franco made known the event to the General Academy with
an order which is a model of sobriety and decorum :
** A Republic having been proclaimed in Spain, the highest
powers of the state being assumed by the provisional govern-
ment, it behoves us all at this moment to co-operate with
discipline and the solid virtues so that peace may reign and the
nation may adjust itself through the natural legal channels.
"If at all times discipline and the exact fulfilment of duty
have reigned in this military centre, they are even more
necessary to-day when the army needs, serene and united, to
sacrifice all personal opinion and ideology for the good of the
nation and the peaceful tranquillity of the Fatherland."
Two days later, it was rumoured in Madrid that the
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